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March 18, 2015

Board of Pardons and Paroles

55 West Main Street,

Waterbury, CT 06702

To Connecticut Board of Pardons and Paroles,

On behalf of all I ,076 Troopers, Sergeants and Master Sergeants of the Connecticut State Police Union, we
oppose the parole of Inmate Gary Castonguay. We urge the Parole Board not to release Inmate Castonguay,

who was convicted of capital felony murder and felony murder for the brutal slaying of Plainville police officer,
Robert Holcomb. By denying Inmate Castonguay parole, you would send a strong message that the killing of a
police ofhcer is unacceptable and will not be tolerated here in Connecticut,

In November of 1977, Offtcer Holcomb left his wife and three-year-old son at home in order to fulfill his
calling and oath of office as a police officer. Officer Holcomb had been a police officer for frve years and was
only 28 years old. He loved being a Plainville Police Officer and he acted bravely and heroically until Inmate
Castonguay ended his life, Inmatç Castonguay intentionally shot Officer Holcomb "at close range" by standing
over him and firing four shots into his chest. Although, Inmate Castonguay denied killing Officer Holcomb, he

was later convicted and sentenced to life in prison, Furthermore, in April 2011, the Connecticut Supreme Court
correctly ruled that Inmate Castonguay was properly sentenced to life behind bars.

The Connecticut State Police Union membership opposes Inmate Castonguay's release because he intentionally
and maliciously murdered Officer Holcomb. Inmate Castonguay has no respect for the criminal justice system
and no regard for the law enforcement ofhcers who risk their lives every day and are willing to sacrifice their
own lives in order to protect the public. If released, the tragic death of Off,rcer Holcomb, a husband, father,
brother, and son would be lost and the agony of his death will be compounded for his family,

Inmate Castonguay must be held accountable for his deliberate choice to murder the very police off,rcer that was
willing to die to protect our freedom and enforce the laws of Connecticut. His blatant disregard for human life
and for those who are the front line defense of our society is inconceivable to any reasonable person. No second
chances should be afforded to a convicted murderer of a police offlrcer and it is right and just to deny parole,

In closing, we urge you to deny parole for Inmate Castonguay for the irreparable harm he has caused not only to
the Holcomb family, but also to law enforcement communities. Thank you for your consideration of our views
on this important matter.

Respectfully,

President, Connecticut State Police Union
Chairman, National Troopers Coalition
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March 18,2015

Board ofPardons and Paroles

55 West Main Street,

Waterbury, CT 06702

To Connecticut Board of Pardons and Paroles,

On behalf of the National Troopers Coalition and the 42,000 State Troopers \ /e represent across
the country, we oppose the parole of Inmate Gary Castonguay. We urge the Parole Board not to
release Inmate Castonguay, who was convicted of capital felony murder and felony murder for
the brutal slaying of Plainville police officer, Robert Holcomb. By denying Inmate Castonguay
parole, you would send a strong message that the killing of a police off,rcer is unacceptable and
will not be tolerated here in Connecticut.

In November of 1977, Officer Holcomb left his wife and three-year-old son at home in order to
fulfill his calling and oath of offìce as a police officer. Officer Holcomb had been a police
officer for five years and was only 28 years old. He loved being a Plainville Police Officer and
he acted bravely and heroically until Inmate Castonguay ended his life. Inmate Castonguay
intentionally shot Officer Holcomb "at close tange" by standing over him and firing four shots
into his chest. Although, Inmate Castonguay denied killing Officer Holcomb, he was later
convicted and sentenced to life in prison. Furthermore, in April 20ll,the Connecticut Supreme
Court correctly ruled that Inmate Castonguay \¡/as properly sentenced to life behind bars.

The National Troopers Coalition opposes Inmate Castonguay's release because he intentionally
and maliciously murdered Officer Holcomb. lnmate Castonguay has no respect for the criminal
justice system and no regard for the law enforcement officers who risk their lives every day and
are willing to sacriftce their own lives in order to protect the public. If released, the tragic death
of Officer Holcomb, a husband, father, brother, and son would be lost and the agony of his death
will be compounded for his family.

Inmate Castonguay must be held accountable for his deliberate choice to murder the very police
officer that was willing to die to protect our freedom and enforce the laws of Connecticut. His
blatant disregard for human life and for those who are the front line defense of our society is
inconceivable to any reasonable person. No second chances should be afforded to a convicted
murderer of a police offlrcer and it is right and just to deny parole.

In closing, we urge you to deny parole for Inmate Castonguay for the irreparable harm he has
caused not only to the Holcomb family, but also to law enforcement communities. Thank you
for your consideration of our views on this important matter.

N. Matthews,
Chairman, National Troopers Coalition
President, Connecticut State Police Union
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